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HANDLING GOVERNMENT ROAD
MONEY

How the $143,207.40 now aVvail-
n.;l-; through the federal ald road act
for road improvement in Kansas will
be spent is a question being asked by

many persons, It Is discussed by W.
B. Gearhart, state highway engineer,

“The federal road appropriation
will be increased approximately
$143,207 each year for five years,"
sald Mr, Gearhardt. 'In this period
$2,150,000 in round numbers will be
forthcoming from the government for
road purposes in Kansas,

“The money now available may be
used any time prior to July 1, 1818.
In other words, the state has (wo
years In which to spend each annual
appropriation. If the money is not
all spent within this time It reverts
to the federal government to be reap-
portioned among the other states,

“The federal government cannot
pay to exceed 50 per cent of the ex-
pense of improving any road. The
remainder must be provided from
state or county funds. Since the con-
stitation of Kansas prohlbits the ap-
propriation of state funds for high-
way work it will be necessary for the
counties to provide at least 650 per
cent of the money If Kansgas I8 to
take advantage of this federal aid.

for federal aid have Indicated that
they thought 256 per cent federal gid
and 76 per ceut county, township,
and bedefit district funds would be
about right, One county has stated
that If it could get 26 per cent federal
ald the county could and would pro-
vide the other 75 per cent of the cost
to build a road anywhere it was nead-

“Since approximately $2,150,000
will be available for Kansgas from the
federal government in the next five
years, if the federal aid be fixed at 650
per cent, the counties providing an
equal amount—a total of about §4,
300,000 would be available for this
period. If the federal ald were fixed
at 256 per cent, the counties provid-
ing 76 per cent, there would then be
available a total of $8,600,000 in this
five year period and twice as many
miles of substantial roads could be
built as under the former plan.

“The highways of the state may be
claseified according to their relative
importance as Interstate or national,
state, county, and local roads. It has
been suggested that the highways to
be improved with federal aid should
be the principal roads of the state;
that is, interstate roads having the
greatest public utility.

“From published statements of the
secretary of agriculture, it Is clearly
evident that it“will be eonsidered un-
practical by the department of agri-
culture, and not in harmony with the
gpirit of the act to distribute a part
of this small appropriation to every
county in the state, for no county

would then recelve a sufficlent
amount to accomplish anything, and
the administrative expenses for con-
atruction and maintenance would be
out of proportion to the amount of
work done."—8tate  Agricultural
Bulletin.

Miss Zula Weidensaul entertained

The counties can meet the require-
ments of the act either by means of
the county road fund or by thc:
Hodges benefit district law enacted
in 1011,

“It I8 Intended that the federal nlrl!
road act shall accomplish three
things, It will stimulate interest in
substantinl road improvement. Bet-
tor methods of rowd congtruction and
maintenance will be practiced. It is
intended to encourage the adoption
of an adequate system of highway
management in each stale.

“The accomplishment of these ob-
jects will, be affected materially by
the number of miles of road bullt In
the state, and the amount of highway
Improvément that can be made de-
pends Iu‘rzely upon the funds avall-
able. This brings up the problem
then as to what percentage of the
cost of the Improvement should be
paid by the federal government,

“Is 60 per cent federal ald neces-
sary to accomplish these objects, or
will & less percentage of aid, and &
larger mileage of substantial road

a.number of friends at her home
Tuesday evening, in honor of Miss
May Fisher of 8t. John. The evening
was pasged listening to music and
playing '‘progressive Rook." The
hosgtess, assisted by her slster, Miss
Blanche, served o  deliclous two-
courge lunch., The favors were red
carnations, The guests were: Misses
May Figher, Mabel Grainger, Corda
Buchanan, Desta Crackel and Dollie
Hill; Messrs. Chas. Buchanan, Laurel
Bartholomew, Herman Kimble, Ira
Salley, BErnest Nickels and Oscar
Couchem.

There are a few scattering cases of
scarlet fever and chickenpox over
town, but the cases are under con-
trol by the doctors and no epidemic
of elther I8 expected. Whenever we
have nice weather during the entire
fall monthe as we have had this vear
there g generally more or less sick-
ness during the winter, but the re-
cent gnow and cold weather ought to
put the guietus on any malady that
tries to get beyvond control.
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| We Use Our Alloted Space

this week to wish you
and yours

A Merry

Christmas

T.L.Gray & Son

Hardware, Furniture, Rugs
and Linoleums.

be of more benefit to the siate? Say-|
eral counties In making applieation |

-

DICKENS AND CHRISTMAS.

To English Author We Owe the Famil-
iar Types of Yuletide Story.

To the genius of Charles Dickens

waos due the familiar type of Christ-

mas story. The ploneer of all Christ-
mas nuwmbers was “A  Christmas
Carol," Thackeray called that tale of

0ld Bcrooge und Tiny Tim a “nationsl
benefit." More than that, “A Christ.
mns Carol"” was un Internationd] bene-
fit, carrving Its burden of happiness
across the Atiantle and disseminating
its cheerfulness in every community in
the United States. Milllons of readers
have smiled through thelr tears in the
geveuty-three years that the world has
been the richer and better for having
“A Christmas Carol.”

Dickens wrote the story at the end
of 1843 to relleve himself of the finan-
clal embarrassments produced by his |
rather lavish housekeeping,. He was
disappointed in the pecuniary returns,
He recelved less than $4,000 from the
sale In its original edition. This js at-
fributed ta the Cery expensive form
which It was published. Four other
Clirlstmas books which followed, bhe-
ginning with “The Chhnes. were
much more profitable. Then In later
years the, Christmas npumbers of
Housebold Words, to which the
“Christmas Stories” were caontributed,
gometimes renched u sale of 300,000
coples.

& the end Dickens bad little reason
to complaln of the vewards of his ef-
forts In opening up the rich veln of
Christmas fiction. e was acknowl-
edged the supreme master in that
fleld. Thackeray published Christmas
books, but wiscly refrained from at-
tempting anvthing similar to “A
Chrigtmas Carol” or “The Chimes."”
In thelr own way, however, “Rebecca
and Rowena.” an unapproached mas-
terplece of liternry. burlesque, and
“The Rose and the Ring.” a delightinl
story for children, which retalus its
charm for their elders, are no less
matchless than the two  prinelpal
Christmas books by Dickens.

A Ch;i;inas Tree
In Turkey

N the far enst rulis and restrictions
may be made to vield to Influence
with a latent force behind it, as

instanced by this serlo-comic Incident
found in Captain A. B, #lownshend’'s
beok, “A Military Consul In Turkey."

A certain highly influential foreigner
at Adrianople some yvears ago wanted
a Christmas tree and ordered <ne from
Bofla to come by train, but when the
tree, an unpretentioas fir nbout ten
feet high, mrrived at Adrianople sta-
tlon some one discovered that It wuas
fllegal to recelve "plants” from abroad.

“Yasak' (it is forbidden), said the
custom honse,

“Ynsak," echoed the sentry on duty.

The forelgner sald whatever was the
equivalent to “rubbish" and.demanded
the tree.

Here was a nice qualdary for the
authorities, Evidently it wns a most
fcarful thing to réceivesa tree from
abroad, anc yet the couslgnep was
eppable of getting some one Into very
serfons trouble If he dld not get hijs
tree, and he sald he must have it with.
in forty-elght hours.

Some one at the custom house sonred
abbove the difficuity. The tree was sent
on to Btamboul on the Orlent express,
an elght hours' journey. 1t came back
to Adrianople by thé next traln, angl
the person for whom it was intended
regelved a_notlee that Y& tree from
Constantinople” bad arrived for him
and wonildl at on e be handed over to
his messenger.

Ba the poor little Bulgatian tree
had become a Turkish -one, brought
from Copstantinople, and by that
means it satistied officialdom

- -

«d its purpose in the end. o

.‘ Elite Beauty Parlor-
' Loni:ated Under Peoples State Bank

Announces Its Opening
Miss Cora M. Boulden, of Kansas City, is

in charge and prepared to give the latest in r
Ladies’ Hair Dressing, Shampooing, Mas-
saging and Manicuring. Miss Boulden is an

experienced operator.

‘+ Phone 201 For Appointments ;

house, Inquire at the Democrat of-

fice,

Judge Grinstead transacted legal
business at Guymon the first of the
week.

Miss Rachel Brewer will spend the
holidays with her sister, Mrs. Fred
Eidson, near Moscow.

Miss Maude Baunders returned
Wednesday from Wichita to spend
the holidays with friends and rela-
tives in Liberal.

Miss Blanche Fuest returned Tues-
day from Hutchinson to spend the
holldays with homefolks.

Misgs May Figher, who has spent
aeveral weeks here with relatives
and friends, will return Sunday to
her home in 8t. John.

A bunch of young people énjoyed
a skating party Wedneaday night on
the pond east of the railroad stand-
pipe.

Mr, and Mrs. W. R. Molthop left
Sunday for an extended visit with
their childrem in Chicago. From
there they will go"to New York after
the holidays and perhaps spend the
balance of the winter in Florida and
Cuba, Mr., and Mrs. Molthrop are
two mighty fine people and are en-
titled to a vacation. They figure on
staying away about a year, Mra.
Moltlsop's music studio will be closad
until her return.

PUBLICATION NOTICE
In the District Court of S8eward Coun-
ty, Kansas,
Zora B, Wood, plaintift, vs. Charles
E. Wood, defendant.
State of Kansds, Seward County, 8s.
To Charles B. Wood:

You are hereby notified that you
have been sued by the said plaintiff,
in the District Court of Seward Coun,
ty, Kansas, and that unless you an-
swer the sald plaintiff’s petition, filed
in spid mction, on or before the 3rd
day of February, 1017, said petition
will be tuken as true and a judgment
and decree rendered againgt you
granting to the said plaintiff an abso-
lute divores from yvou and setting
aglde, canceling and holding for
naught the marringe relations now
and hereafter existing between you;
and granting to the said plaintiif the
care, custody and control of the
three minor children and granting to
said plaintif such other and further
relief as to the court may appear

mete. E. C. WARFEL,
(Seal) As Attorney for Plaintiff.
Attest: G. L, LIGHT,

As Clerk of District Court.

Want to rent a three or four rooml

FOR RENT-Two steam heated
rooms with board at the Dorml-
tory, 8th. and Kansas Avenue.
20-6f G. C. Matkin.

Miss Letha Hibbs, who has been
suffering from an attack of scarlet
fever, Is recovering nicely at this
time.

(il Cake
» Meal

Corn
Bran

Shorts
Chops
(. M. Light Grain Co.

Chiropractic affords quicker and
more permanent rellef In cases of
bronehitis than other methods, Call
at Dr. Weleh's office for booklet ex-
plaining bronehitis and its cause,

Lindsey Wright 18 in Craig, Colo-
rado, this week looking up prospects
for & new location. He and Cary may
decide to go into the restaurant busi-
ness out there if conditions are found
suitable,

Officlal Statement

Of the Financial Condition
—Of the—

PEOPLES STATE BANK
at Liberal, State of Kansas; &t

the close of business on the 3th

day of Dec. 1918.
RESOURCES

Loans and Dscounts...... ......... SI9.770.0¢
Loand on Real Estawe. ......._ ...  ag&86
Overdrafis, unsecured............... 540455
Furnlture and Fixtures.... .......... 37679

Expense account.... ......

Cash ltems and clearing howse ltems  2.671.62
Cash and sight exchange, legal re-
serve TT.807.50
Collection In Transit.. ............
TOWL. s iiiaticrninrneniaenaas $I20,000,07
LIABILITIES
Capital stock patd In......oo oo § 25,000,00
Burplus Fund .........coomemiiennis . 5,000,080
Undivided profits..........8 250000
Interest e By, 12
Exchange.............. 7.0
H,5dd. 51
Less current expenses,
Interest and taxes pald. $2,243.98. . .. 630068
Todividual deposits, subjeot
LI T S ———— A | T
Certified Cheoksd......,....... 170.00
Cashiers Checks out-
standing ... ..oeiiiiiinnsn w_f'l
. 5,780.75
Certificates of deposit, due on or af-
L70I T OO — | ¢ B ]|
v [T S Mg 8202, 00037

Blate of xanses, County of Seward, 88,

L T. A.« Tegardon, Cashler of said bank. do
solemnly swoar that the above statement ls
true; that sald bank has no Habllities, and is
not Indorser on any note or obligatlon, other
than'shown on the above staiement, 10 the
best of my knowledige aud bellef, Ho help me
God,

[Seal) N T. A. Tegardon Cashler,

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this
21st day of December 1016,
Bert DuBols, Notary Publie,

Commission expires on the 15th day of
Feb, 1920,
Correct Attest:
A. E. Rlake
Paul W, Lighy
T. A. Tegurden Director

J. N, Evans

Frank G. Boles

Ezra 8horb

Bank Commissioner,
Topeks. Kansas,

To W. F. Benson,

FOR SALE—Good buggy running
gear, hias mall wagon top on 1t also
set nearly new single harness, will
sell reasonable. Inquire at this
office. 20-t7

Old papers for sale here.

Prosperity.

| Feinbergs 4

OF COURSE

- The. fastest growing store in Liberal ‘

Friendly Greetings &)
for the Holiday Season
: and all Good Wishes
for a year. full of
Happiness, Cheer and

e




